
Irrigation development is a key policy in achieving food security 
in the country. The government, through the National Irrigation 
Administration (NIA), undertakes the planning, construction, 
operation and maintenance, and rehabilitation of national irrigation 
systems (NIS). Despite huge irrigation investments, however, the 
performance of the irrigation sector in terms of cropping intensity 
and actual irrigated areas has barely improved. 

A study of Briones (2018) found that the costs of irrigation 
investments in the Philippines are too large in comparison with 
the expected benefits. This is consistent with the findings of other 
studies that saw considerable gaps between the potential and 
actual benefits of irrigation. 

Inocencio and Briones (2020) argued that behind this are 
institutional, physical, and operational constraints faced by NIA. 
In particular, its targeting system appears to be weak as a result 
of the decline in human resources with the needed expertise and 
experience to perform critical functions. 

Socioeconomic Issue on Spotlight

IRRIGATION
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The PIDS is inviting submissions for the 
Philippine Journal of Development (PJD). 
The PJD is a peer-reviewed multidisciplinary 
journal published twice a year by the 
Institute. It considers original, unpublished 
papers on economics, public administration, 
political science, international relations, 
sociology, and other related disciplines. 
As a policy-oriented journal, it features 
papers that have strong policy implications 
on national or international concerns, 
particularly development issues in the 
Asia-Pacific region. The target readers of 
the PJD include researchers, educators, 
policymakers, and planners.

Please send inquiries and submissions to 
PJD@mail.pids.gov.ph.

For the guidelines in the preparation 
of articles, please visit the PJD 
homepage at https://www.pids.gov.ph/
guidelines-in-the-preparation-of-articles.
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SERP-P FEATURED RESEARCHER

Dr. Agnes Rola
Dr. Agnes C. Rola is a professor and a former 
dean at the University of the Philippines Los Banos 
(UPLB) College of 
Public Affairs and 
Development. Dr. 
Rola is recognized 
for her body of 
work in integrative 
thinking, particularly 
in understanding the 
link between and 
among agriculture, 
the environment, 
and sustainable 
community 
development. 

She was awarded 
Outstanding Senior Faculty Researcher for Social 
Sciences for her distinctive contribution in the field 
of agriculture, particularly in terms of the economic, 
policy, and institutional aspects of externalities 
caused by pesticide use and intensive upland 
cultivation. The results of her studies not only 

by various units of the University and individual 
scholars, secures funding from public and private 
persons and agencies, and ensures that the 
research outputs and recommendations of UP 
CIDS are published and openly disseminated.

Know more about UP CIDS here: https://cids.
up.edu.ph/

PARTNER-INSTITUTION ON SPOTLIGHT
University of the 
Philippines Center 
for Integrative and 
Development Studies 
(UP CIDS)
The University of the Philippines Center for 
Integrative and Development Studies (UP CIDS) 
is a policy research unit of the University of the 
Philippines System that harnesses multidisciplinary 
expertise in addressing issues of national 
significance. UP CIDS spans various perspectives, 
methodologies, and ideologies in its conduct of 
basic and policy-oriented research. The Center 
also encourages and supports research and study 

contributed to the methodological development 
of sustainable agriculture and natural resources 
management but also greatly influenced both 
national and local policies.

Dr. Rola obtained her PhD degree in Agricultural 
Economics from 
the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, 
her MS in Agricultural 
Economics from 
UPLB, and her BS 
in Statistics degree 
from the University 
of the Philippines 
Diliman. Dr. Rola was 
a recipient of the UP 
Productivity Award 
as UP Scientist II 
(2008-2010) and 
was conferred the 
rank and title of 
Academician by the 

National Academy of Science and Technology in 
July 2011.

To check the publications of Dr. Rola in SERP-P, 
simply type “Rola, Agnes” in the search box of the 
SERP-P website.



Another cause of concern is the fast conversion 
of lands, rendering irrigation investments useless. 
This is supported by the study of Tabios and de 
Leon (2020), which found that the reduction of 
the irrigation service area is due to urbanization 
and flooding problems. For instance, a significant 
portion of the agricultural land in the Pampanga 
River Basin has already been converted into 
industrial or residential areas.

As found by Luyun and Elazegui (2019), some 
communal irrigation systems (CIS) also face 
technical issues, such as frequent delays and 
inequitable water flow distribution. These are 
compounded by the government’s failure to 
account the recurrent costs associated with the 
operation and maintenance activities of dams 
and control systems. 

A study by Rola (2019) added that the presence 
of multiple agencies in the irrigation sector, 
which are not necessarily linked to one another, 
weakens the management of the irrigation 
systems due to fragmented decisionmaking and 
implementation. Monitoring and evaluation are 
also weak.

To address these pressing issues on irrigation 
development, Briones (2018) recommended 
stricter project evaluation at the feasibility stage 
to arrive at accurate projections concerning the 
benefits of proposed irrigation projects. 

On the issue of water distribution, Luyun and 
Elazegui (2019) urged concerned government 
agencies and the academe to identify potential 
sites for diversion dams and storage reservoirs. 
They also call for the revival of the shelved 
proposal for the institution of the National Water 
Resources Management Office under the Office 
of the President. A follow-up study by Luyun 
and Elazagui (2020) also highlighted that the 
Free Irrigation Service Act (FISA) should clarify its 
provisions regarding CIS implementation, among 
others. 
 
Inocencio and Briones (2020) also urged NIA 
to carefully assess land conversions to redirect 
investments to areas that are in actual need of 
irrigation. They also suggested exploring the 
potential for irrigation investment to support 

the crop diversification program, given the rice 
tariffication and the increasing nonviability of rice 
areas.

Rola (2019) also advised to push for the crafting 
of an integrated irrigation development plan and 
connecting various actors involved in managing 
water resources.

The Socioeconomic Research Portal for the 
Philippines (SERP-P) has a collection of studies 
on irrigation development in the Philippines. In 
addition to those cited earlier, worth checking 
out are those by Alegado et al. (2019) on 
measuring the performance of CIS, Clemente 
et al. (2020) on the assessment of resurgent 
irrigation development program of the Philippines 
particularly the NIS component, Briones et 
al. (2019) on assessing the FISA, and Barker 
(2016) on the perennial challenge of managing 
water resources focusing on Asia’s half-a-century 
experience.

SERP-P Resources on 
Irrigation

• Discovering New Roads to Development Volume 2: 
Lowland Agricultural Technologies

• Reasserting the Rural Development Agenda: Lessons 
Learned and Emerging Challenges in Asia

• Securing Rice, Reducing Poverty: Challenges and 
Policy Directions

• Benefit-Cost Analysis of the Resurgent Irrigation 
System Program of the Philippines

• Issues on Communal Irrigation Systems in the 
Philippines

• Evaluation of National Irrigation Systems in the 
Philippines

• Strengthening Institutional Links for Irrigation Water 
Governance

• Assessment of the Free Irrigation Service Act

• Assessing the Philippine Irrigation Development 
Program

• Assessing the Resurgent Irrigation Development 
Program of the Philippines - National Irrigation 
Systems Component

• Asian Journal of Agriculture and Development Vol. 16 
No. 2
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LATEST SERP-P RESOURCES
• Assessment of the Performance Challenge Fund and the Seal of Good Local Governance: Perceptions from 

Municipalities

• Fiscal Decentralization and Health Service Delivery: An Assessment

• Vulnerability to Income Poverty in the Philippines: An Examination of Trends from 2003 to 2015

• Baseline Study on Policy and Governance Gaps for the Local Government Support Fund Assistance to Municipalities 
(LGSF-AM) Program (Integrated Report)

• Irrigation Investments: Some Recurrent and Emerging Issues

• Assessing the Resurgent Irrigation Development Program of the Philippines - Communal Irrigation Systems 
Component

• Addressing Institutional Challenges in Water Resources Management

• Agency Budget Note: Department of Information and Communications Technology

• Agency Budget Note: Department of Tourism

• Agency Budget Note: Department of Social Welfare and Development

• Agency Budget Note: Department of Transportation

• Agency Budget Note: Department of Labor and Employment

• Agency Budget Note: Department of Social Welfare and Development

• Abstracts of Theses and Dissertations of SEAMEO SEARCA Scholars Volume 7 (2014-2018)

• Agency Budget Note: Department of Agrarian Reform

• Agency Budget Note: Department of Justice

• Agency Budget Note: Department of Environment and Natural Resources

• Agency Budget Note: Office of the Ombudsman

• An Integrated Assessment of the Impacts of Paddy Land Conversion on Biodiversity and Food Security in Kedah, 
Malaysia

• Agency Budget Note: Department of Agriculture

• Agency Budget Note: State Universities and Colleges

• Agency Budget Note: Commission on Higher Education

• Agency Budget Note: Commission on Human Rights

CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Career opportunities at PIDS
Career opportunities at NEDA
Career opportunities at INNOTECH
Career opportunities at SEARCA

Philippine Institute for Development Studies
18F Three Cyberpod Centris, North Tower
EDSA cor. Quezon Ave., Quezon City

SERP-P Team at PIDS:
Sheila V. Siar, Project Manager
Jachin Jane O. Aberilla, SERP-P Coordinator
Celia M. Reyes and Aniceto Orbeta Jr., Technical Advisers

If you want your forthcoming events, latest 
publications, and other announcements to be 
included on the SERP-P News, contact:

Jachin Jane O. Aberilla
SERP-P Coordinator
Email: jaberilla@mail.pids.gov.ph 
Tel.: +63-2 8877-4022
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